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This project involves documenting Milwaukee public art and producing images to 
illustrate existing articles on Wikipedia and the Wikimedia Commons with the 

correct licensing and with an effective display in the encyclopedia. In addition to 
effectively documenting Milwaukee public art, the goal of the research is to raise 

awareness of the project and bring attention to public art both in its natural 
existence and within the context of Wikipedia.  

 
This project aims to encourage the creation of accurate, informative and up-to-date 
articles about public art in Milwaukee. The process of examination, research and 

documentation required for the completion of a good Wikipedia article is the first step for 
caring for an artwork. Working on this project improves the representation of visual arts 

in Wikipedia and raise awareness about public art’s existence, meaning and context 
within the Milwaukee community.  

A comparison of a Wikipedia article without an image and an article illustrated with an image 

Introduction 

Abstract 
•  I was introduced to the project through a collaboration between my Photojournalism course 

taught by Marc Tasman, and Wikiproject Public Art Milwaukee’s creator, Jennifer Mikulay in 
the spring of 2012. 

•  Jennifer educated our class about documenting public art in Milwaukee and about proper 
licensing of images.  

•  Our class participated in the project by touring campus and documenting UWM’s public art 
and also by visiting Lynden Sculpture Garden and documenting its works.  

•  We uploaded our images to Flickr using a creative commons attribution license.  
•  In the Fall of 2012 I continued the project as a research assistant. 

Background 

 
•  Wikipedia 
•  Nikon Coolpix P510 
•  Flickr 
•  Twitter 
•  Facebook 
•  The community 
 

Connect 
•  Wikipedia: Enter “Wikiproject Public Art Milwaukee” into the 

search bar 
•  Twitter: @wikipublicart 
•  Facebook: WikiProject Public Art 
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•  Knowledgeable about Wikipedia, licensing, copyright and how to properly upload 
images to Wikipedia and Flickr. 

•  Enhanced existing Wikipedia articles. 
•  Increased potential for web traffic. 
•  Educated the global online community by providing visual representations of 

Milwaukee public art. 
•  Promoted public access to Milwaukee’s public art through photography, Wikipedia 

and social media. 

 


